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FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is a multinational non-profit organization, that aspires to transform culture, making science, math, engineering, and technology as cool for kids as sports are today. 

 FIRST was founded in 1989 by Dean Kamen, inventor of the Segway Human Transporter. FIRST operates the FIRST Robotics Competition in which teams of high school students, sponsored and assisted by local companies and volunteers, design, assemble, and test a robot capable of performing a specified task in competition with other teams. 
The 2008 competition is titled “FIRST Overdrive”, the regional finals were held March 6 - 8 at Virginia Commonwealth University’s Siegel Center in Richmond, Virginia. 
To read more about the weekend’s events and the regional winners go to [image: image2.jpg]



Lori Slayton’s daughter attended her first FIRST Robotics competition in Richmond in 2005, and returned home to Pittsylvania County with only one word to say about the entire experience, “AWESOME”.

Four years later, Lori and her daughter are still involved with the FIRST Robotics program. Lori discovered that through the FIRST program, students became excited about math, science, technology and engineering.  She saw an increase in the team member’s academic accomplishments, their ambitions and an increase confidence in their leadership and problem solving skills.  All of these attributes “paralleled” what was developing in Southside, Virginia. “We were training a workforce”, Lori said, “developing leaders, encouraging our students to become part of the revolution to bring our area out of textiles and tobacco, into new technology fields and we were having fun doing it.” 
