Four Central Virginia Counties Added to 
Beef Cattle Program

Information Sessions in January and February

Beef cattle producers in four Central Virginia counties will be eligible for matching grants this year under an expanded program funded by the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification & Community Revitalization Commission.

The Central Virginia Value-Added Beef Initiative Expansion Project offers beef producers in the four-county region an opportunity to apply for a 50:50 cost share incentive up to $3,000 per producer for herd genetics and cattle handing facilities improvement.  Cost share funds will be available to beef producers who meet all eligibility requirements, including Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) training. 

During its January 9, 2007 meeting in Richmond, the Commission approved $350,000 in Agribusiness funding for the Central Virginia Beef Expansion Project. This project will be implemented this year in the counties of Appomattox, Buckingham, Campbell and Cumberland.

Information sessions have been scheduled throughout the region for producers interested in the program.  Sessions will be held on January 30, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Appomattox Community Center, on January 31, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Campbell County Extension Office, on February 5, 2007 at the Buckingham County Office at 7:00 p.m. and on February 6, 2007, Cumberland at the L.P. Jackson Adult Center at 7:00 p.m.  For interested producers that are not BQA trained or need BQA recertification, a training session will be held in Cumberland on February 10, 2007, in Buckingham on February 12, 2007, in Appomattox on February 13, 2007 and in Campbell on February 17, 2007.  Locations will be announced at the information sessions or call your local Extension Office. The BQA certification is required in order to be eligible to apply for cost share funding.

The Central Virginia Value-Added Beef Initiative aims to improve and expand existing beef herds, thereby improving marketing alternatives as well as increasing farm-level income.  The program additionally seeks to: 

· advance on-farm handling facilities to enhance management techniques;

· increase the number of producers adopting and adhering to management techniques as outlined  in the Virginia Quality Assured Program; 

· increase the number of producers utilizing alternative marketing techniques; 

· increase the number of producers using proven genetics in their breeding programs; and 

· develop a research baseline that provides guides to the initial setting of calf crop percentage, weaning weights, and costs per cow.

Cost share applications will be accepted beginning Monday, February 26, 2007, at the Virginia Cooperative Extension offices in the participating counties.  Funding is limited and will be provided on a first-come-first-serve basis. Participants that have received funding in the past are ineligible to participate.  Incentives will only be awarded on a one-time basis per producer and/or per farm.  For more information on this program, please contact your local extension agent.
____________________________________________________________

The Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission is a 31-member body created by the 1999 General Assembly.  It has, as a significant part of its mission, the promotion of economic growth and development in tobacco-dependent communities.  To date, the Commission has awarded 772 grants totaling more than $307 million across the tobacco region of the Commonwealth.  For complete information on all of the Commission’s history, mission, funding programs and past awards, visit our website at www.vatobaccocommission.org.

