[image: image1.wmf]
NEWS

Media Only
Martha Steger, APR, Fellow PRSA
Public Relations Director
TEL
(804) 545-5572
EML
msteger@virginia.org
Virginia Tourism Corporation

901 East Byrd Street

Richmond, VA 23219-4048 USA

TEL
  (804) 545-5500
FAX
  (804) 545-5501
www.virginia.org (consumer)

www.vatc.org (industry)
December 12, 2006
New Southern Virginia Tourism Region Debuts

-- 2007 Virginia Travel Guide Section and Web Site Page Unveiled --

VICTORIA, Va. – The new Virginia tourism region of Southern Virginia became official at the People’s Community Center here today with tourism-industry representatives and invited guests of the eight counties and three cities included in the new region, along with area legislators and Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade David Smith.  The counties and cities comprising Southern Virginia include the counties of Brunswick, Charlotte, Greensville, Halifax, Henry, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Pittsylvania, and the cities of Danville, Emporia and Martinsville.  

“Regional cooperation is an important component among first steps to success in tourism focus and marketing,” Deputy Secretary Smith said in remarks delivered at the news conference. “We have responded to this region’s request to establish itself as a branded tourism entity, distinct from the Central Virginia region in which it was formerly identified. On behalf of Governor Kaine and Secretary of Commerce and Trade Gottschalk, I want to congratulate all of the area representatives who have worked diligently toward this day.”

Alisa Bailey, president and CEO of the Virginia Tourism Corporation, said, “Southern Virginia will be featured separately for the first time in the 2007 Virginia Travel Guide.”  “I want to thank Richard Wells, the publisher of the guide with Leisure Publishing in Roanoke, and his team for all of their hard work on this book. The 2007 guide is all the more special because it is the state’s primary fulfillment piece for America’s 400th Anniversary.  Southern Virginia is also being featured in the updated VTC Internet site, www.Virginia.org, which reflects and promotes the tourism destinations and attractions of the entire Commonwealth.”  

Bailey, Smith and area legislators in the Virginia General Assembly unveiled the region’s pages in the 2007 Virginia Travel Guide as well as the region’s Web-site page on Virginia.org. The new region will also be featured in the VTC’s other publications and Internet references wherever Virginia’s tourism regions are mentioned.

 The development process of the Southern Virginia region has been ongoing for the past two years.  Following meetings and discussion among area officials, the Tobacco Indemnification Commission and several state agencies, a new Tourism Development Department was established at the VTC to assist communities and business projects working with those communities and tourism entrepreneurs to accomplish comprehensive community and business planning, capital access and workforce readiness strategies.

~ more ~

Other state agencies that have been involved in the process include the Virginia Economic Development Partnership, the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and the Virginia Department of Business Assistance.  Steve Galyean heads the VTC’s new Tourism Development Department, and Sandra Tanner is VTC’s tourism development specialist for the Southern Virginia region.   

The VTC publishes 800,000 travel guides a year and disseminates an additional 200,000 electronic guides.  Virginia.org received more than 2.5 million visitors in 2005, an increase of 107 percent over the number for 2004.  Visitors’ spending in Virginia reached the record level of $16.5 billion in 2005 – an increase of 9.6 percent – employing more than 207,000 Virginians for a total payroll of more than $4.1 billion.
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