
FY10  2nd Round Southside Economic Development  
Staff Summaries and Recommendations 

April 2010 
 

The Commission received 13 applications for unobligated FY10 balances of Southside Economic Development grant funds by 
the published deadline of March 1, 2010, and one additional late-filed proposal (#2086).  Funds budgeted in FY10 and local 
allocations carried forward from previous fiscal years are available. Balances available by jurisdiction are broken out on the 
following spreadsheet.  

 

ID City/County Organization Name Project Title 
Allocation 
Available 

Request      
Amount 

Staff 
recommend

ation 

2062 Bedford The Corporation for 
Jefferson's Poplar Forest

Expansion of the Visitor Services 
Facility at Thomas Jefferson's 
Poplar Forest 

$131,021 $131,000 $0 

2043 Town of Lawrenceville Turntable Park & Outdoor 
Center $205,920 $0 

2086 
Brunswick 

Brunswick County 
Adaptive Reuse of Brunswick 
Correctional Center Facility1 

$3,514,621 
$200,000 Defer to 

Committee 

2053 Greensville Greensville County Skippers Water Supply Expansion $100,595 $100,595 $100,595 

2061 Halifax Halifax County IDA 
Riverstone Technology Park - 
Building Upfit and Power 
Upgrade for Data Centers 

$2,250,000 $471,000 

2060 Halifax Halifax Educational 
Foundation 

LEED Certification - Innovation 
Center 

$2,620,079 

$185,000 $185,000 

2048 Mecklenburg 
Mecklenburg County 
Industrial Development 
Authority 

Mecklenburg County IDA 
Industrial Building Acquisition $1,257,866 $1,250,000 $1,125,000 

2042 Nottoway Town of Blackstone Hotel Study for Blackstone $9,500 $0 

2055 Nottoway Town of Blackstone Blackstone WiMax Project $120,000 $0 

2051 Nottoway Nottoway County Nottoway Farm to Fuel Project2 

$847,082 

$847,082 $0 

2044 Pittsylvania 
Olde Dominion 
Agricultural Foundation, 
Inc. 

The Olde Dominion Agri-
Commerce Advancement Centre $340,000 $0 

2067 Pittsylvania Town of Gretna 
Gretna Industrial Park Phase IV - 
Offsite Water and Sewer 
Improvements 

$1,500,480 $0 

2045 Pittsylvania Pittsylvania County Ringgold East Industrial Park Site 
Diversification Program - Phase I 

$2,087,550 

$579,719 $579,710 

2056 regional Virginia Coal & Energy 
Commission 

Analysis of the Socioeconomic 
Effects of Uranium Mining & 
Milling in Southern Virginia 

$0 $200,000 Defer to 
Committee 

1 late-filed application 
2 additional request pending in Agribusiness      

      Grant totals (14 items) $10,558,814 $7,919,296 $2,461,314 
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BEDFORD COUNTY  
 

Corporation for Jefferson’s Poplar Forest (#2062) 
Expansion of the Visitor Services Facility at Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest 
$131,000 requested 
 
Funds are requested to support Phase I expansion and upgrades to the visitor services facility at Poplar 
Forest, Thomas Jefferson’s Bedford County retreat, recognized as a National Historical Landmark. 
Visitation to the site has increased 50% from 20,000 in 2008 to 30,000 in 2009. Resulting from their success, 
the current 616 square foot admissions and museum shop has proven inadequate. This project provides 
funding to increase the restroom capacity, expand visitor services area, improve parking/circulation to 
better accommodate tour buses, and make updates to sales and admissions equipment.  
 
Total project cost is $ 177,000.  Other funds include: $20,000 The Harry and Alice L. Stillman Foundation 
for general expansion expenses (committed); $26,000 other corporate and foundation support for general 
expansion expenses (proposals are being submitted). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  Poplar Forest is recognized as a world class facility with historic 
landmark connection. TICR has invested $475,000 in the site, and there is an existing balance of $117,000 in 
an open FY08 Special Projects grant. Bedford County provided a letter of support for the project indicating 
their interest in the project to further boost the quality of tourism facilities in the county. The applicant 
makes a strong case for the need for an expanded facility based on increased attendance, which is projected 
to see a 9,000 net increase to visitation in 2010. While the request represents basic and necessary functions 
needed to build visitor numbers, additional funds remain to be raised for the expansion. TICR staff suggests 
working with the applicant to reallocate current available grant balances to support this priority of the 
facility while additional matching funds can be raised. Staff recommends no award.  
 
 
BRUNSWICK COUNTY  
 

Town of Lawrenceville 
Turntable Outdoor Center & Trailhead Park (#2043) 
$205,920 requested 
 
The Town of Lawrenceville plans to establish a trailhead facility to attract out-of-town visitors to the 
Tobacco Heritage Trail, where visitors will have access to ~ 20 contiguous trail miles expected to be 
completed by 2012. The site being considered is a former 19th & 20th center Atlantic & Danville railroad 
terminal and the neighboring rail yard, for which a portion was utilized in recent years by Southern States as 
a farm supply store. The facility identified as “Turntable Park” is intended to be a staging area for trail users 
providing parking for vehicles and horse trailers, food and water, rest facilities, feed for horses, and picnic 
areas. The Town envisions creating an outdoor center where space will be leased to entrepreneurs offering 
services to trail users, and thereby creating job opportunities. TICR funds are requested for contractual 
services to support preliminary engineering including environmental assessment of both parcels and the 
buildings, as well as building assessment for three structures expected to be renovated. The assessment 
includes drawings of layouts and structural elements, evaluating conformance with code, and 
recommendations on type of spaces and proposed functions. 
 
Total project cost is $485,920.  Other funds include: $200,000 DHCD Innovation Grant to purchase 
Southern States Building and renovate (anticipated); $35,000 TICRC for trail construction and development 
(previously awarded grant #1383); $6,000,000 VDOT Enhancement (ARRA) for 10±  miles of trail 
construction; up to 5 bridges (awarded); $30,000 Roanoke River Rails to Trails (RRRT) for trailhead 
construction materials purchase (in hand); $5,000 Lawrenceville for site clearing, cleaning, painting, and 
construction (in-kind force account labor). 
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Staff comments and recommendation:  The proposed facility is envisioned to provide a place for 
businesses to generate revenue from trail traffic. Due diligence on the property including estimated 
development costs has not been completed. A portion of the property is in foreclosure and Town states it 
has a three year lease on the remaining parcel. All further action hinges on success of a DHCD Innovation 
grant to be applied for to acquire the property. Until property control is established any expenditures for 
planning and development appear premature. The application identifies limited investment by the town for 
a site that will serve in part as a local recreation facility. TICR has invested substantially in trail construction 
funding. Once the Lawrenceville section of trail is completed, the Town and trail organizations will begin 
the required reporting on the trail’s ability to draw visitors from outside the region, demonstrating new 
economic impacts that extend beyond being primarily a local recreational amenity. Staff recommends no 
award. 
 
 
Brunswick County Industrial Development Authority  
Adaptive Re-Use of Brunswick Correctional Center Facility (#2086) 
$200,000 requested  
 

Note this is a late-filed application, received April 6th. The County proposes an economic development 
strategy for adaptive re-use of the 759 acre Brunswick Correctional Center facility, which was closed by the 
Commonwealth in September 2009, directly resulting in the loss of 350 jobs, $350,000 lost revenues to the 
Town of Lawrenceville, and the closing of two businesses. TICR funds will be used to contract with 
specialized expertise to determine the market opportunities for re-use of this institutional facility.   
 
Total project cost is $225,000. Other funds include: $25,000 Brunswick County Government (pending) to 
support local logistics and planning.    
 

Staff comments and recommendation:  State leaders including TICR, VEDP, VDOC, DEQ, and others 
met March 31, 2010, at the Brunswick Correctional Center, to discuss examining the potential options for 
re-use or redevelopment of the facility. This application for private sector assistance in determining the best 
and highest use for the facility resulted from this meeting. As has been our policy when late-filed 
applications are submitted, Staff defers to Committee.  
 
 
 
GREENSVILLE  
 

Greensville County 
Skippers Water Supply Expansion (#2053) 
$100,959 requested 
 

A new commercial business is proposed at Exit 4 on Interstate 95 in Greensville County; however, the 
development is not able to move forward due to an insufficient supply of potable water. The County 
requests TICR funds for drawdown tests at two well sites, and pending satisfactory results, for construction 
of 3,000 linear feet of piping to connect the well(s) to an existing water treatment plant. A Preliminary 
Engineering Report was completed by the County on three well sites, with the two selected for drawdown 
tests identified as most suitable. WilcoHess has committed to $5,000,000 private capital investment and 
creation of 47 new jobs at a new facility comprising a refueling station, convenience store, and fast food 
restaurant once the water needs to the area are met.  
 

Total project cost is $435,150.  Other funds include: $334,555 Greensville County for study and 
construction (committed). 
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Staff comments and recommendation: The project supports a retail business; however, there is 
significant direct job creation and private capital investment, and the site will be capturing substantial out-
of-state spending by I-95 motorists. Expanded water capacity will allow for additional commercial 
development at this interchange. A $140,000 TROF award was approved for this company in October 2009. 
The County is matching this request with more than a three-to-one ratio of local to TICR funds. Staff 
recommends award of $100,595.  
 
 
 
HALIFAX  
 

IDA of Halifax County  (#2061) 
Riverstone Technology Park / Building Upfit and Power Upgrade for Data Centers 
$2,250,000 requested 
 
This request supports two projects at Riverstone: modifications to Riverstone Building One to 
accommodate an existing tenant’s plan to establish a small data storage center; and major upgrades to the 
electric infrastructure including installation of a new transformer in order to meet anticipated power needs 
for a future potential large data storage facility at Riverstone. Building modification include mechanical and 
plumbing improvements and purchase of backup power systems to allow an existing tenant to utilize an 
additional 2,000 square feet to create a small data center ($271,000). The majority of the TICR funding 
request, $2,200,000 is to upgrade the existing Dominion Power substation and 24 KV power line to 
Riverstone to provide 20 MW of power. The intent of this upgrade is to eliminate the lead time for 
expanding power infrastructure necessary to attract a larger data center.  
 
Total project cost is $2,471,000.  Other funds include $200,000 from county and $21,000 approved from 
IDA to match $2,000,000 and $250,000 to fund project described (pending county approval on March 1st of 
diversion of funds. 
  
Staff comments and recommendations: In follow-up conversations the County indicated the small data 
center is expected to create 15 jobs within 3 years and investment of $300,000 in equipment and electronics. 
Funding equipment for Dominion Virginia Power would set a precedent for purchase of equipment to be 
owned and utilized by a private utility for revenue generation. The majority of the lead time for power 
updates pertains to the engineering, which can shrink construction time frame by as much as two years, 
allowing a sufficient timeline for Dominion to invest in construction and infrastructure when the power 
supply is needed. TICR has requested a detailed budget from Dominion to justify the power upgrade 
expense including estimated breakdown of costs for engineering, site development and equipment. Staff 
recommends award of $471,000, contingent on at least 10% cash match by county, including 
$271,000 for building up-fit, contingent on an executed lease agreement for Riverstone One space 
prior to disbursement of funds, and $200,000 for engineering design of the power upgrades. 
 
 
Halifax Educational Foundation, Inc. 
LEED Certification – Innovation Center (#2060) 
$185,000 requested 
 
The historic former American Tobacco Warehouse is currently under renovation for the SVHEC’s R&D 
Advanced Manufacturing Innovation Center. Throughout the renovation design planning process HEF has 
worked toward the goal of the renovated facility being certified for demonstrating the internationally-
recognized standards for Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED). Over $500,000 in 
renovation funding has already been committed for LEED related design elements. The TICR request 
represents the balance of construction funds needed for achieving a LEED certification.  
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Grant funds would be used for a gray water collection system ($98,160), casework and maple flooring 
certified by the Forest Stewardship Council ($34,200), recycled materials for conference center (auditorium) 
seating and bathroom partitions ($24,764), continuing waste recycling program on the jobsite ($5,876), and 
for a LEED manager to complete and submit documents and reporting for certification ($22,000). The 
building renovation is scheduled for completion in December 2010.    
 
Total project cost is $10,185,000.  Other funds include: $4,000,000 Kasper Mortgage Capital for historic tax 
credit (under contract for delivery 1/11); $6,000,000 TICRC Special Projects for R&D center construction 
(awarded 7/08). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  This request represents a change order to the existing contract. 
Construction of the “conference center’s” tiered classroom auditorium and pursing LEED certification 
were not budgeted in the original contract. Showcasing the renovated tobacco warehouse at the R&D center 
for advanced manufacturing as LEED certified will serve as a model and leadership by example that can be 
emulated by students and partners involved with the center. Staff recommends award of $185,000.  
 
 
 
MECKLENBURG 
 

IDA of Mecklenburg County 
Mecklenburg County IDA Industrial Building Acquisition (#2048) 
$1,250,000 requested 
 

The IDA requests funds to purchase the 161,250 square foot Harden Manufacturing Facility on 20.77 acres 
at the Airport Industrial Park in La Crosse. The Park is located along U.S. 58, near the interchange with 
Interstate 85. Based on the previous use of the building, the economic impact from putting this facility back 
into manufacturing would create an estimated 125 jobs averaging $13 per hour with an annual payroll of 
almost $3.4 million, and $7.6 million private capital investment. In addition to purchasing the property ($1.1 
million), TICR funds would also be used to refurbish the building based on deficiencies identified by a 
recent inspection of the property ($135,000). 
 

Total project cost is $1,317,400. Other funds include: $67,400 – Mecklenburg County IDA additional land 
added to site and administrative contract (approved and in-hand). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  Purchase of the property puts it in the County’s control and fits 
well with the overall economic development strategy for the county for targeting the advanced 
manufacturing sector. VEDP indicates this facility is a quality manufacturing and distribution building that 
they recommend to prospects with confidence. The proposed 5% local match is primarily derived from the 
assessed value of 11.47 acres of adjacent land that is already owned by the County. Staff recommends 
award of $1,125,000, contingent on 10% cash match by the County. 
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NOTTOWAY 
 

Town of Blackstone 
Hotel Study for Blackstone, VA (#2042) 
$9,500 requested 
 

The Blackstone area has limited overnight accommodations - one existing motel and a one bed and 
breakfast - resulting in many of the 100,000 annual visitors leaving the area to travel to other localities for 
lodging. This project requests TICR funds to contract for a hotel market and feasibility study evaluating two 
sites within the Town and a third site in Nottoway County. The study will include site analysis, evaluation of 
lodging demand and current supply; development of a price structure, and estimated revenue and expenses. 
The Town intends to use the results of the study to market a hotel to developers within three years. Typical 
hotels in markets similar to Blackstone have 50-60 rooms and employ an average of 20 workers including 
management, hospitality desk attendants, maintenance and housekeeping.   
 

Total project cost is $10,000.   Other funds include: $500 Town of Blackstone for local match (confirmed). 
 

Staff comments and recommendation:  The applicant indicates that the one motel in Town often has no 
vacancies. With annual visitors to the Fort Pickett, the Virginia National Guard Headquarters and the 
Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center, it is reasonable to consider that existing accommodations are 
insufficient to meet current and future lodging demand. Retaining more visitors overnight will have an 
economic impact resulting in higher visitor spending at shops and restaurants within the local community. 
TICR funding for studies is a low priority, and staff will suggest alternative funding sources to the Town, 
including Virginia Tech’s Office of Economic Development, USDA and DHCD’s CDBG Planning Grant 
program. Staff recommends no award.  
 
 
Town of Blackstone 
Blackstone WiMax Project (#2055) 
$120,000 requested 
 
The Town proposes partnering with a private company (Digital Bridge Corp.) to build a WiMAX site to 
provide cheaper and more reliable broadband services to underserved businesses and residences. TICR 
funds are requested to share equally in the cost to construct fiber from an MBC POP to the DBC tower site 
($30,000) and for radio and networking equipment ($105,000). 
 
Total project cost is $240,000. Other funds include: $120,000 Digital Bridge for WiMax Service (confirmed 
pending Blackstone’s funding).  
 
Staff comments and recommendation: TICR provided funding to MBC to manage a matching grants 
program for its members, which Digital Bridge has used to successfully offer WiMax service in 
Appomattox. A needs assessment contracted by the Town indicated that at least 75% of businesses already 
have access to and use internet for day-to-day operations of their business. The State broadband map shows 
the area around and including Blackstone is currently served with DSL and satellite service. Furthermore, 
Buggs Island Cooperative recently received notification of a federal funding award (matched by a TICR 
Reserve application) for a project including a new tower site in Blackstone to provide universal access 
service on an open network utilizing wireless WIMAX technology. Staff requested figures for number of un-
served and underserved businesses to be reached, and proposed rates and estimated penetration levels, 
which the Town was unable to provide. Support for this project would benefit one private company at 
potential expense to others, assisting one company in lowering cost compared to another. Staff 
recommends no award. 
 

FY10 2nd Round Southside Economic Development Staff Summaries and Recommendations - April 2010            6 



County of Nottoway 
Nottoway Farm to Fuel Project (#2051) 
$847,082* requested  
 

The County is partnering with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Piedmont Geriatrics Hospital facility (PGH) 
to demonstrate large scale heat producing boilers using native switchgrass to provide heat and steam energy 
for operation of PGH and the adjoining Virginia Center for Behavioral Rehabilitation. The County plans to 
construct a storage and processing facility located on property it owns at Fort Pickett to serve PGH and 
other facilities that replicate the success of the PGH demonstration. The boiler will serve 435 patient beds- 
(135 beds at PGH and 300 at the rehabilitation center). TICR grant funds are requested for fabrication of a 
prototype grinder to process biomass ($450,000), a telehandler for loading and unloading switchgrass bales 
($93,681), purchase and installation of scales large enough to accommodate a tractor-trailer combination 
($66,000), two transport trailers serving delivery and loading during common intervals ($97,000), a used road 
tractor for moving trailers ($20,000), and consulting services ($10,000); as well as site preparation and 
construction of a 45,000 square foot biomass storage shed with concrete floor and 24” eaves with capacity 
to store 7,500 large bales ($725,000). The PGH facility is expected to use at least 15 tons of switchgrass per 
day during high consumption months. The application assumes a cost of $115 per ton delivered, including 
$60 per ton contract growing price with farmers and $55 per ton processing fee. The resulting fuel cost 
would be approximately half the costs paid by PGH for fuel oil in recent years. The processing facility is 
estimated to benefit 75-100 farm families each growing 20 acres of switchgrass. 
 
Total project cost is $1,661,681.25 Other funds include: $193,000 (match in land and service) – County of 
Nottoway for location for Farm to Fuel Processing Facility (available); $700,000 – Piedmont Geriatric 
Hospital to modify existing boiler plant to heat NWSG (swithcgrass). 
 
*An additional $621,599.25 is being requested from Agribusiness funds at this time. 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  While initial test burns of switchgrass at PGH have been very 
successful and the facility has secured substantial DMME funds to upgrade its boilers, the facility has not yet 
completed the next set of test burns that are required to obtain final DEQ air permitting, and therefore 
PGH has not yet executed a contract to purchase plant material. There is also little or no evidence that this 
amount of acreage is currently in production or will be in the foreseeable future in the surrounding localities 
and at the proposed purchase prices. A full operational and financial plan should also be completed to 
demonstrate operational sustainability. The project requests funds to construct a new building and purchase 
equipment for processing and transportation, whereas leasing of a site and certain equipment (e.g. trucks) 
appears to be a more cost-effective solution until long-term viability is demonstrated. The County is also 
requesting its entire Southside Economic Development allocation for the project, bringing the total TICR 
request to more than $1.4 million. While it is hoped that these hurdles can be surmounted and this 
promising biomass project will be fully implemented, staff suggests that the above issues must be addressed 
and additional funding sources explored, including USDA, VA Resources Authority, and others. The project 
has potential for future consideration under the TICR Agribusiness program after many of the outstanding 
questions that remain at this time pertaining to facility testing and permitting, supply and interests by 
producers, and demand for facility have been addressed.  Staff recommends no award. 
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PITTSYLVANIA 
 

Olde Dominion Agricultural Foundation 
The Old Dominion Agri-Commerce Advancement Centre (#2044) 
$340,000 requested 
 
Funds are requested by the non-profit applicant to assist with the purchase and development of a 54 acre 
site adjacent to the proposed Olde Dominion Agricultural Complex. The Olde Dominion Agri-Commerce 
Center will be developed on this property and will offer sites for agriculture-related businesses. It is the 
intent of the applicant to offer five to eight parcels of land, ranging in size from one to twenty acres, as a 
dollar land purchase price with a contract requiring the sale of the parcel back to the Foundation for a dollar 
with all improvements if the business should ever cease to exist. It is estimated that the businesses which 
locate on the property will employ at least one individual for every acre averaging $30,000 annual salary per 
person. TICR funds would be used for land acquisition ($285,000) and associated legal fees ($10,000), as 
well as site engineering for design of future rail access ($45,000).  
 
Total project cost is $1,290,000. Other funds include: $400,000 VA Rail Access Fund to offset costs 
associated with constructing a rail spur (pending); $250,000 Industrial Road Access Fund for construction of 
centre roadway (pending); $100,000 Pittsylvania County funds to be matched with TICRC for water and 
sewer (reviewing work-order bids); $190,800 private donors for grading (pending grant approval); $9,200 
sale of timbers and rental from house to pay taxes, insurance, and for land improvements (in process). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  A VEDP property search revealed nine existing industrial 
properties in Pittsylvania County with parcels available to accommodate prospective companies. The 
Commission had invested heavy in several of these parks which continue to have available space, including 
Cane Creek, Berry Hill, Brosville, Gretna and Hurt. Nearly $2.8 million of Agribusiness and Southside funds 
have been awarded for the Agricultural Complex, for which construction is not complete. There remains ~ 
$2.4 million in financing needed to complete funding for construction of the Complex, as identified in 
previous application to TICR. While the applicant is an eligible nonprofit entity, staff notes the potential 
precedent of funding a privately-owned and marketed industrial park in a county with abundant available 
properties, tied to an agricultural complex that is still not developed. The current option to purchase 
remains in effect through July 2012, which allows the applicant time to identify funds for conducting due 
diligence to evaluate estimated total site development costs, identify serious interests by prospective users, 
and alternative funding commitments. Staff recommends no award.  
 
 
Town of Gretna 
Gretna Industrial Park Phase IV – Offsite Water and Sewer Improvements (#2067) 
$1,500,480 requested 
 

The Town seeks continuous improvements for the Gretna Industrial Park to market this site to prospects. 
The applicant identifies two companies that have expressed interest in locating in the park: a local company 
(Donald Young Construction Company) is interested in relocating to a 20 acre parcel to be used for a 
construction yard, staging area, and office complex; and Precision Pipe and Supply is considering 
establishing an eastern US pipe distribution center. The applicant identifies that a second access road and 
utilities are needed to improve the sites for these prospects. TICR funds are requested for construction of a 
second access road off Industrial Drive at 1,900 linear feet in length ($515,200); 6,400 linear feet of eight (8) 
inch gravity sanitary sewer running across the park property ($470,700); 2,600 linear feet of 6” waterline 
extended from north end of the property at Industrial Drive along the newly proposed access road 
($113,300), acquisition of 27.6 acres along Route 29 to improve the park geometry ($229,800), and 
engineering services, project administration, and contingencies ($338,000). 
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Total project cost is $ 1,667,200.  Other funds include: $166,720 Town of Gretna in-kind funding (land 
acquisition). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  TICR has already invested $3.6 million to provide an access road 
and required infrastructure to address off-site and on-site water and sewer to serve parcels in the park from 
an entrance located off U.S. 29 Business. A majority of the $1.6 million balance remaining in open grants is 
currently under contract for additional build-out of park infrastructure. Staff has requested and received 
additional drawings showing layout of developable parcels utilizing existing infrastructure as well as letters of 
intent from prospective companies and specifics regarding job creation, private capital investment, and 
required parcel size. The current request is to bring infrastructure into a second entrance of the park at a 
time when there are no current tenants or payoff resulting from TICR investments to date and it is unclear 
why lots within the park fronting US 29 Business, where the infrastructure has already been funded, are not 
acceptable to the current prospects. The proposed private investment by the prospect company is $75,000, 
with up to six new jobs with average salaries of $28,000.  Staff recommends no award.   
 
 
Pittsylvania County 
Ringgold East Industrial Park – Site Diversification Program – Phase I (#2045) 
$579,719 requested 
 

The project provides funding for infrastructure to subdivide an area of the Ringgold East Industrial Park 
into five smaller sized lots ranging from 5.0 to 6.5 acres in order to accommodate prospects needing smaller 
lots, suitable for facilities up to 20,000 square feet. Grant funds will be use for development of roadway, 
parking, utilities, and stormwater management; as well as grading of the first lot for which the county is 
working with an active prospect who is finalizing plans for a warehouse/distribution facility. Private capital 
investment by the prospect is estimated at $750,000, and includes retention of 13 existing jobs and creation 
of 20 new jobs with expected salaries of $20,000 - $35,000 per year.  
 
Total project cost is $646,719.   Other funds include: $67,000 Pittsylvania County as local matching funds 
(appropriated in County Budget); $750,000 private investment on Lot 1, not included in project cost, 
(pending completion of this proposed project to prepare site). 
 
Staff comments and recommendation: Existing industrial parks in the County were designed to 
accommodate larger businesses, and the County does not currently have suitable sites available to 
accommodate smaller business. There will still be four larger lots ranging from 15 to 28 acres available 
following the sub-division. This is a successful park that has been properly marketed, and direct job creation 
is expected to result from the project. Staff recommends award of $579,719. 
 
 
 
REGIONAL 
 

Virginia Coal & Energy Commission – Uranium Mining Subcommittee (#2056) 
Analysis of the Socioeconomic Effects of Uranium Mining & Milling in Southern 
Virginia 
$200,000 requested 
 
Virginia Uranium, Inc. has proposed development of a mining and milling operation in Pittsylvania County 
at the “Coles Hill” site on land owned by the company. The uranium deposit is estimated at 119 million 
pounds and valued at more than $7 billion. VUI is contracting $1.4 million for a study by the Virginia 
Center for Coal and Energy Research at Virginia Tech to study the health, safety, and environmental issues 
and impacts of uranium mining and milling in Virginia. 
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 The Virginia Coal and Energy Commission’s Uranium Mining Sub-Committee, under statutory mandate, is 
tasked with conducting a credible, independent analysis of all socioeconomic impacts – positive or negative - 
of uranium mining in Virginia. TICR funds are requested for the independent study. VUI is expected to 
provide a scooping study including a preliminary mining and milling plan prior to commencement of the 
independent study.  
 
Total project cost is $1,600,000.   Other funds include: $1.4 million private VUI funds for scientific study. 
 
Staff comments and recommendation:  Staff defers to Committee for discussion of approaches to 
fund this request from local allocation(s) or FY11 “off-the-top” funds.  ■ 


