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Not everything that can be counted counts
and not everything that counts can be counted.
-Albert Einstein
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Figure 3. Workforce Participation Rate Data
Percent Working Age Adults in the Workforce

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005* 2006 2007 2008 2009

Tobacco Region

Workforce 469,624 472,503 480,940 486,034 474,780 477,810 478,438 481,877 491,562 494,650
Population (15+) 845,226 845,370 846,018 847,913 848,400 855,611 859,298 859,165 862,430 866,069
Rate 55.56% 55.89% 56.85% 57.32% 55.96% 55.84% 55.68% 56.09% 57.00% 57.11%
Non-Tobacco Region

Workforce 449,193 455,156 466,289 478,164 478,226 484,426 492,660 498,071 507,148 509,447
Population (15+) 744,843 758,339 765,942 774,450 783,106 797,948 812,012 824,309 831,276 842,547
Rate 60.31% 60.02% 60.88% 61.74% 61.07% 60.71% 60.67% 60.42% 61.01% 60.47%
RATIO 92.13% 93.12% 93.38% 92.84% 91.64% 91.99% 91.77% 92.82% 93.43% 94.46%

Figure 4. Percent of Working Age Adults in the Work

force
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